XV. Liens

A. Real Estate

The law requires the Town of Francestown to place a lien for welfare aid received on any real estate owned by
an assisted person in all cases except for just cause. (This section does not authorize the placement of a lien on
the real estate of legally liable relatives, as defined by RSA 165:19.) The selectmen, city council, or alderman
shall file a Notice of Lien with the County Registry of Deeds, complete with the owner’s name and a
description of the property sufficient to identify it. Interest at the rate of 6% per year shall be charged on the
amount of money constituting the lien commencing one year after the date the lien is filed, unless waived by
the Town of Francestown. The lien remains in effect until enforced or released or until the amount of the lien is
repaid to the Town of Francestown. The lien shall not be enforced so long as the real estate is occupied as the
sole residence of the assisted person, his/her surviving spouse, or his/her surviving children who are under age
18 or blind or permanently and totally disabled. At such time as the lien may become enforceable, the welfare
officer shall attempt to contact the attorney handling the real estate or estate before enforcing the lien. Upon
repayment of a lien, the Town of Francestown must file written notice of the discharge of the lien with the
County Registry of Deeds. RSA 165:28.

B. Civil Judgments — RSA 165:28-a.

1. A Town of Francestown shall be entitled to a lien upon property passing under the terms of a will or by
in testate succession, a property settlement, or a civil judgment for personal injuries (except Workers
Compensation) awarded any person granted assistance by the municipality for the amount of assistance
granted by the municipality.

2. The municipality shall be entitled to the lien only if the assistance was granted no more than 6 years
before the receipt of the inheritance or the award of the property settlement or civil judgment. When the
welfare officer becomes aware of such a claim against a civil judgment, he/she shall contact the attorney
representing the recipient.

3. This lien shall take precedence over all other claims.



